Folklorist Charles Camp notes that "food is one of the most, if not the single most, visible badges of identity, pushed to the fore by people who believe their culture to be on the wane, their daughters drifting from their heritage." This essay will address culinary nostalgia assigned to the blockbuster fundraising cookbook entitled The
Kool
Skenazy is therefore not alone in her nostalgia for this cookbook. And while it was universally acclaimed, the cookbook particularly struck a chord with Jews. Regional studies of American Jews, from New York to the Midwest to the South, still turn up mentions of the SCB as the classic reference book in the kitchen. It is rare to find any survey of Jewish cookbooks in America that doesn't mention it and the Oxford Companion to American Food and Drink calls it "probably the most important cookbook for many American Jews during [the first half of the 20th century]."7 The book finds prominent placement
